BALD EAGLE WATCH 2004 REPORT
Barr Lake Nest 
OBSERVATIONS - Jan. 30 -  June 30, 2004 
Jan. 30 - Feb. 27 - Adult Bald Eagle pair attending new nest basket placed in large live tree by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) in September of 2002.  The pair were seen bringing in sticks, perching side by side, performing territorial chasing of eagles in nest area, and copulating.
INCUBATION - Feb. 29 - (predicted hatch date - April 4) 
Feb. 29 - Apr. 3 - Adults exchanging incubation, egg rolling, and territorial chasing of immature and other adult eagles.
Apr. 3. - Late evening after sunset, adults standing, peering into nest. Male and female off nest for 10 minutes. Male feeding at nest and returns to incubation posture. Possible hatch behavior.
NEST FAILS - Apr. 4 - 12:00 -  4:00 - Both adults absent from nest area these four hours. One adult returns before dark. 
Apr. 5 - 6:45 - 8:30 - Eagle pair at nest, perched in trees in nest area but no feeding or incubation behavior.  (Possible explanation - one egg hatched and died - no other eggs in nest since incubation ceased.)  Male plumage and pair behaviors indicated a new pair in 2003. It usually take a new pair several years to be successful. 
Apr. 6 - June 30 - Both adults in nest area, perched side by side in nearby trees or at nest. 
* December observations - Adult pair continually in nest area, adding sticks to nest and territorial chases of other eagles from nest site.

Horse Creek Nest
OBSERVATIONS - Jan. 20 - May 30
Jan. 20 - Feb. 13 - Adult pair at new nest site on west shore of lake near Adams/Weld County Line. The nest and primary perch are in Adams County in a thick group of trees (not viewable from the 2003 observation site).  
Feb. 24 - Female in incubation posture and egg rolling, male perched in nearby snag.
Mar. 4 - Eagle pair off the nest for over an hour, perched and flying on the west side of lake, near their new nest. No incubation. 
Mar. 14 - Apr. 25 - Pair constructing new nest at site south of the Jan.- Feb. nest, adding sticks and straw, bringing prey and copulating near nest. 
Apr. 1 - Apr. 24 - Eagles seen near both west side nests.
May 1 - Great Horned Owls with 2 owlets reported nesting in 2003 nest on east shore of lake. (This may explain the change in nest sites to west side of lake.)
May 2 - 16 - Only one adult seen in nest or lake area. 
NEST FAILURE - May 30 - No bald eagles at lake.
Lockbuie Nest
OBSERVATIONS - Jan. 20 - Apr. 9
Jan. 20 - Feb. 2 - Eagles perched in primary perch and repairing nest.
INCUBATION - Feb. 6 - (predicted hatch date March 12)
Feb. 6 - Mar. 17 - Male and female exchanging incubating and egg rolling. 
HATCH - Mar. 20 - Both adults at nest, heads down, feeding self or young. 
Mar. 22 - 27 - Adults at the nest in brooding posture and feeding, no sights of young. 
NEST FAILS - Mar.28 - Both adults off the nest for an hour, temperature 38 degrees and no movement in the nest. 
Mar. 31 - Apr. 2 - Both adults still at nest and perched in primary perch but off the nest for short periods. 
Apr. 9 - Adults still in nest area but not at nest.
* This was the 7th year of attempted nesting without success. The nest is along an irrigation canal so it may be disturbed. We have never had enough observers to determine if the location is a problem. It remains a mystery why this nest is not successful.
Commerce City Nest 
OBSERVATIONS - Feb. 9 - Jul. 6
Feb. 9 - 10 Eagles pair in nest area.
Feb. 17 - Both adults at nest. 
INCUBATION - Feb. 23 - (predicted hatch date - Mar. 29) 
Feb. 23 - Mar. 25 incubation continues
HATCH - Mar. 30 
Apr. 7 - One eaglet observed, adult feeding from cache in nest. Possibly another eaglet but not confirmed. Adult’s attention at another area of nest. 
Apr. 19 - Two eaglets observed.
BANDING - May 11 - Eaglets, 42 & 39 days old according to BEW observations, were banded on right legs with red bands and yellow leg tags (CDOW) and on left legs with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service aluminum bands.
Young #1 - Band & tag # BM, weighed 3.8 Kg (8.4 pounds)
Young # 2- Band & tag # BO, weighed 2.9 Kg (6.4 pounds)
FLEDGING - Jun. 22 - Both Juveniles flying and out of nest.
Jun. 22 - Jul. 6 - Adults and juveniles still in the nest area.
Windsor Nest
OBSERVATIONS - Jan. 27 - Jun. 30
Jan. - Feb. - Male and female in nest area, adding sticks and perching at nest. 
Feb. 15 - 24 - Pseudo incubation observed. Adult sitting low in nest but off the nest for long periods of time.
INCUBATION - Feb. 25 -29  Several observers confirmed incubation on Feb. 25 - 26.  
Feb. 29 - nest blew out of tree.
Mar. 2 - new CDOW nest placed in same area, two eggs were recovered from old nest.
(Jerry Craig was on the nest crew and stated he thought it would take about two weeks for them to lay again. The female from this nest was a hatchling from Barr Lake in 1996.) Mar. 9 - Mar. 29 - Eagles observed perched at new nest.
Mar. 28 - Incubating in new CDOW Nest (predicted hatch date - May 2) 
Mar. 28 - May 22 - Both adults exchanging incubation but no hatch or signs of feeding.
NEST FAILURE - May 31- June 22 - Both adults off nest but still in area. 
Standley Nest 
OBSERVATIONS - Jan. 8 - Jun. 30
Jan. 8 - Feb. 6 - 6 Bald Eagles on ice, 3 adults and 3 immatures. Adult eagle pair attending to nest. Pair reported in incubating posture on Feb. 1
INCUBATION - Feb. 1 - Pair reported in incubation posture.
Feb. 7 - Incubation confirmed (predicted hatch March 8-13. Not sure of incubation start date.)
HATCH - Mar. 8 - Adults at nest, looking into nest cup, bringing prey to nest, feeding young.
Mar. 13 - One eaglet sighted
Mar. 19- Two eaglets.
BANDING - May 1 - Two eaglets, 54 days old and less, (BEW observation) were banded by CDOW with Colorado red leg bands and U.S. silver leg bands.
Young #1 - right red leg band & yellow leg tag #BH, weighed 4.6 kg. (10.1 pounds)
Young # 2 - right red leg band & yellow leg tag # BI, weighed 4.0 (8.8 pounds)
FLEDGING - May 24 - June 4
May 24 - 31 - Juveniles branched and lifting from nest.
Jun. 1 - First juvenile flies out of nest, makes flight over trees and back to nest.
Jun. 4 - Both juveniles flying and perching in near trees.
Jun. 5 - Jun. 30 - Juveniles and adults often observed perching in trees and telephone poles along the west shore by day and at their roost west of nest by night. 
NEW NESTS ADDED TO BEW IN 2004:
South Platte Park Nest
OBSERVATIONS - Dec. - Mar.  16
Dec. - Jan. - Bald Eagle Pair observed building nest, perching side by side, mutual preening, hunting and loafing in nest area. 
Feb. 1 - 13 - Pair observed perched side by side at 6 different favorite perches around Cooley Lake but not at nest. 
Feb. 14 - Mar. 6 - Only 1 adult eagle observed in the area except for Feb. 22 when 2 adults were reported but at 2 different perch sites. A bald eagle fish captured was recorded on Feb. 16. 
Mar. 7 -16 - Eagle out of area - South Platte Park BEW ended. (The pair probably migrated north but could return next October - November to protect their nest area.)
Greeley Nest
OBSERVATIONS - Mar. 9 - Apr. 29
INCUBATION - Feb. ? - Mar. 25
HATCH - Mar. 29 - Feeding young
Apr. 8 - one eaglet 
Apr. 20 - 29 - Two eaglets in nest, feeding. Both adults attending nestlings.
FLEDGING - NO REPORT 
Firestone  Nest
OBSERVATIONS - Feb. 6 - Jul. 18
Feb. 6 - 10 - Pair attending nest, perched and arranging sticks in nest.
INCUBATION
Mar. 5 - Apr. 4 Male and female continually at nest, exchanging incubation 
HATCH - Apr. 10
Apr. 17 - Apr. 25 - Male and female both at nest, heads down in nest, feeding behavior from cache in nest. Adult flew to the nest with prairie dog.
May 2 - Two eaglets observed in natal down popping heads above nest rim. Both adults attending young.
FLEDGING - July 4 - 11 - Both juveniles branched, wing flapping and lifting.
Jul. 17 - 18 - Both juveniles flying but still in the nest area.
* Saturday , April 17, 2004 - An  immature Bald Eagle, band # X3 was identified at Barr Lake State Park. This eagle was banded as the only nestling at Standley Lake on April 26, 2002. 
